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Answers Extend your knowledge 17.1 


Exact origin of Hmong people is unknown. It is believed they originated from the Mesopotamian region. 


Migrated to Northern China. They lived in China long before the Chinese. There were three main groups of 
the Hmong and two groups united to fight the third and defeat them. 


The Chinese fought the Hmong in Northern China and their numbers were further reduced and they migrated 
to Southern China, Guangxi province. 


: 


A long war occurred and the Hmong fell to Chinese rule. All Hmong books were burnt and people who use 
the Hmong language were punished by death. The Hmong history was preserved in pictorial quilts known as 


} 


paj ntaub. 


In 1615 the Chinese built the great southern wall to block out Hmong rebellion. The Hmong were not willing 
to subject to Chinese rule so the Hmong migrated south to Vietnam, Laos and Burma in search of a life of 


oe 
} 


During the Vietnam War the Hmong were recruited by the CIA to fight the communist armies. 


: 


At the end of the Vietnam War the Hmong fled to Thailand. 


Hmong means free people. 


Today the Hmong live in Southern Asia as well as USA, Australia and Europe. 
The Hmong have been displaced throughout their history and have moved from place to place but they still 
hold tight to their traditional values and customs. 
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Answers Extend your knowledge 17.2 


Hmong fabric is woven on a primitive backstrap loom. The fabric produced is quite narrow and a 


plain weave. 

The shuttle passes the weft thread through the shed from left to right and back again. 
The weft yarn is pushed or beaten forward against the woven cloth. 

Tension is created by the loom being secured to the back of the weaver. 

The woven fabric is wound around a stick, which sits on the weaver’s lap. 
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Answers Extend your knowledge 17.3 


Blue and white designs. 
White areas are undyed sections 


Different shades of blue are created depending on the intensity of the dye stuff 
Geometric designs are created 

Border patterns are often used 

Repetitive designs along the length of the fabric 
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Hundreds of narrow waist pleats 
Wider centre strip, which is decorated with either indigo batik, cross stitch embroidery or 


appliqué 

Narrower hem strip with embroidered or appliquéd design 

Designs are often geometric and repeated along the strip 

Colours used on the skirt are often bright, including blues and reds with a highlight of purple, 
green or black 
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Answers Extend your knowledge 17.5 


Reverse appliqué designs with sections embellished in contrast colour thread using running 
stitch and stain stitch 


Chain stitch used to create geometric designs 

Couched threads to create spiral designs 

Thread colours contrast the fabric colour 

Thread colours are bright, including yellow, blue, pink, orange, green, red and black 
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Answers Extend your knowledge 17.6 


Weaving 

Gathering and harvesting food 
Village life 

Cooking and eating food 
Walking to market 

Social activities 

War 

Migration 


2 Stitches used: satin, straight, stem, running 
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Answers Extend your knowledge 17.7 


Examples of how Hmong textiles are used as a medium for self-expression and communication between 
people. 


® Hmong needlework involves more than cloth, stitch, appliqué and colour. It is a form of 
storytelling. 
Hmong did not have a written language until the 1950s so they expressed themselves through 
needlework and folk art. It became the canvas that Hmong used to share their culture. 
Any piece of Hmong clothing is considered to be a form of art because of the embellishment of 
cross stitch or appliqué. 
Designs have symbolic meaning. For example, the elephant footprint is used to symbolise a 
close-knit family. The Hmong find strength in living together and helping each other. 
Hmong women create special clothing to celebrate life events including weddings, funerals and 
births. 
Story cloth is the story of the Hmong elder’s life. As there was no written language until the 
1950s the older Hmong used embroidery to tell their life story and emotions, to express where 
they came from, where they are and where they are going. These are of great cultural 
significance as they are the means of passing on the history of the Hmong people to the 
younger generations. 
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17 Influence of culture on design: Hmong people of 
South-East Asia — review questions 


Answers 


1 Textile production relates to raw materials, the fibres, yarns and fabrics produced by a particular culture. 
Hmong textile production includes: 


Fibres — hemp, cotton, ramie, silk 
Hmong weaving 

Indigo dyeing 

Indigo batik 


The people of a particular culture, for example the Hmong create textile art forms from the fibres, yarns 
and fabrics. Textile art forms are the artistic or creative expression of ideas and thoughts through a 
textile medium. Often textile art forms are unique to a culture. Hmong textile art forms include: 


Hmong clothing 

Hand embroidery 

Carrying cloths and baby hats 
Flower cloth 

Story cloth 


Resources available 

° The Hmong live in isolated villages in mountainous regions. They farm the land, with rice being 
the main crop. They also hunt and collect jungle produce. The land is poor for farming and the 
terrain difficult. In terms of textile resources each tribe has their own hemp and indigo plot which 
they use to produce cloth for their textile products. 

Technological developments 

e Inthe tribal villages in Thailand today most families have a sewing machine. Very few clothes 
are hand stitched. Today often printed fabrics resembling intricate woven, batik and 
embroidered designs are sold in markets. These fabrics are much cheaper to produce as 
printing is a quicker process than weaving and embroidery. 

Religious practices 

° The Hmong apparel items, designs and colours have a spiritual significance. The use of red in 
Hmong costume sends a message of defence to the spirit world. 
The red topknot on hats worn by boys and men defends the wearer against illness, injury or 
death. Baby carriers are highly embellished with red, yellow and pink embroidery to protect the 
child from bad spirits. The ornate hats worn by the children are decorated to mislead bad spirits 
into thinking they are flowers. 
Funeral robes, appropriate to the tribe, are used to dress the dead so that their ancestors can 
recognise and claim them so they are not left to wander aimlessly through the afterlife. 


3 Hmong young people of marriageable age wear the most elaborate clothing. Traditionally the teenage 
girls create their own clothing including their wedding trousseau by weaving and sewing and 
embellishing them with embroidery. The fabric border strip on the Hmong skirt is wider for teenage girls 
than older women. This also allows for the use of greater decoration. Mothers take special care making 
clothing for their bachelor sons in the hope they will be attractive to the girls. 


At the New Year festival the finest clothing is worn as it is believed that wearing old clothes on New 
Year's Day will bring poverty throughout the year. 


The motifs of Hmong textile items are based on plant and animal life around their villages. The motifs 
are created in a range of techniques including appliqué, cross stitch and satin stitch. 
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Motifs include: 


Tiger paw prints, which represent the spirit imprints. 

Butterflies, which represent the souls of the dead. 

The tortoise brings advice from the spirit world and ancestors to the people on earth. 
Triangles are used to represent teeth, fish scales, dragon scales, fences, mountains or 
protective barriers to keep good spirits in and evil spirits out. 

The pumpkin seed and snail pattern are used on children’s hats. It is thought that young souls 
tend to wander and that this pattern bonds a child’s soul to its head until the soul is used to 
being in a new environment. 

A fish hook, which symbolises a young girl’s hope of finding a suitor. 


The pa ndau, with its distinctive colours and designs, is the way a Hmong woman shows her tribal 
group. They also indicated her wealth, diligence and availability for marriage. 


Colour is symbolic to the Hmong people. The colours red and black are used in Hmong funeral clothing. 
The Hmong wear white headbands for death and mourning. 
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